
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a delight to see our school buzzing with curiosity, enthusiasm, and togetherness as we
begin a new year of learning. Across every year group, pupils have thrown themselves into new
experiences, supported one another, and shown just how much learning can be enjoyed when we do it
together. Here’s a snapshot of some of the fantastic learning that has been taking place across school.

Year 3 have all started the year with real energy and focus. Foremark pupils have worked incredibly
hard in their swimming lessons and are now really getting into the swing of things - their confidence in
the water is growing week by week. In Carsington, children produced some excellent non-chronological
reports, proudly sharing their work with me and Mrs Elliot and impressing us with both content and
presentation. Meanwhile, Derwent have loved learning their French shapes through the game “Say it on
the Beat” — perhaps they can name some shapes for you at home? They have also thoroughly enjoyed
their Arctic topic, learning an abundance of facts about the regions wildlife.

Year 4 have enjoyed three standout learning adventures this term. Firstly, violin lessons have been a
real highlight. Learning and playing together has been a truly harmonious experience, with pupils
showing dedication, perseverance, and clear weekly improvement. The beautiful music they are
creating together has been a joy to hear. Secondly, swimming has seen many pupils demonstrate
bravery and determination, making excellent progress in the water. Children have also become
increasingly independent and organised when changing and managing their kits, helping sessions run
more smoothly. Finally, the reading topic ‘The Importance of Being Ernest (Shackleton)’ has captured
pupils’ imaginations. Their enthusiasm for Shackleton’s incredible journey, along with the thoughtful
questions they have asked, has led to deeper research and a genuine fascination with this inspiring
explorer.

Year 5 have been busy developing skills, confidence, and critical thinking. Pupils took part in
Bikeability training on the playground, practising safe cycling skills such as balance, steering, and
braking, and growing in confidence with every session. They also enjoyed barrier games across the
curriculum, strengthening their speaking, listening, teamwork, and understanding. In history, Year 5
explored the Vikings, debating whether they were raiders, traders, or settlers — their arguments were
thoughtful, persuasive, and very convincing. Well done all!

Year 6 have had an action-packed and meaningful start to the year. A visit from rainforest animals
gave pupils an unforgettable hands-on experience with exotic species, sparking awe, curiosity, and
excellent questioning. They also welcomed Derbyshire Fire Service, learning important lessons about
fire safety and risk. To top it all off, Year 6 have written persuasive letters to President da Silva of
Brazil, urging action to limit deforestation of the Amazon rainforest — a powerful example of pupils
using their voices to make a difference.

We are incredibly proud of how our pupils have embraced new learning together this term, and we
look forward to all that 2026 has to bring. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Warm regards, 
Mrs Collins, Head of School 
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Arts Centre Free Open Day
Chapel Street Arts Centre in Derby is hosting a free open day on

Saturday 7th March (10am –2pm) where people of all ages can drop in to
explore the building, join creative activities, workshops and 30-minute
taster dance classes (like ballet, street dance, flamenco and more), and

watch performances. There will also be hands-on sessions in stage
combat, lighting and sound, plus performances by Hubbub Theatre and

Derby College, pop-up stalls, and the café/bar open. No booking is
needed and all activities are free to attend. More info.

Half-term at Derby Libraries:  Free Creative Workshops & Storytelling
Families can dive into a world of imagination this February half-term with a

collection of free events in libraries. From swashbuckling pirate
adventures and comic book masterclasses to coding and clay modelling,

there is something to inspire children of all ages.
2026 is the National Year of Reading, so there’s no better time to dive into

the fun at your local library!
For more details and free booking click here.
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Sherwin Club
Opposite School on Harrington
Street you will find the Sherwin

Club. They offer: 
Boxing and Fitness on Mondays and

Wednesdays, 5:30 - 7:00pm, 
ages 4 to 11.

Also, Cricket on Mondays, 
     5:00 - 7:00pm, all ages. 
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Hockey and Rugby
Year 5 pupils have really enjoyed

their PE lessons the last few
months. A number have asked how

they can play hockey and rugby
outside of school. 

You can find your local clubs here:

HOCKEY
RUGBY

https://www.scouts.org.uk/groups/?loc=DE23%208PN
https://www.derby.gov.uk/news/2026/february/discover-chapel-street-arts-centre-at-free-open-day/
https://www.inderby.org.uk/libraries/news/join-the-national-year-of-reading-at-derby-libraries/
https://www.derby.gov.uk/news/2026/february/half-term-at-derby-libraries-free-creative-workshops-and-storytelling/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/play/find-a-club?postcode=DE23%208PN
https://www.englandrugby.com/play/find-rugby-results?postcode=de23%25208pn&searchType=clubs


Venue Location Offer

Frankie & Benny’s Pride Park Free kids’ meal with each adult main during
school holidays. (Frankieandbennys.com)

Bella Italia Derbion Shopping Centre Free kids’ meal with adult main.
(Bellaitalia.co.uk)

Prezzo Friar Gate, Derby Free kids’ meal with adult main.
(Prezzo.co.uk)

Ask Italian Sadler Gate, Derby Free kids’ meal with adult meal.
(Askitalian.co.uk)

Las Iguanas Derbion Shopping Centre Free kids’ meal with adult main.
(Iguanas.co.uk)

Burger King Derbion, Pride Park, Meteor
Centre

Free kids’ meal via app during half-term.
(Burgerking.co.uk)

Yo! Sushi Derbion Shopping Centre Free kids’ meal with adult spend.
(Yosushi.com)

Asda Café Sinfin and Spondon £1 kids’ meals all day, every day.
(Asda.com)

Morrisons Café Meteor Centre Free kids’ meal with adult meal.
(Morrisons.com)

Tesco Café Mickleover Free kids’ meal with adult purchase.
(Tesco.com)

Dobbies Garden Centre Derby (Findern A38) £1 kids’ meal with adult main.
(Dobbies.com)
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KIDS EAT FOR FREE

Get the advice and support you need whilst having
fun as a family! Derby’s Family Hubs are there to
welcome you and your family to find the help you
need through support and friendship. They offer a
range of free activities, sessions, advice and support
for families and young people aged from 0-19 years
and up to 25 years for young people with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities. Latest Guide 

https://www.derby.gov.uk/media/derbycitycouncil/contentassets/documents/communityandliving/familyhubs/whats-on-guide-sept-to-dec-2026-web.pdf
https://www.derby.gov.uk/media/derbycitycouncil/contentassets/documents/communityandliving/familyhubs/whats-on-guide-sept-to-dec-2026-web.pdf
https://www.derby.gov.uk/media/derbycitycouncil/contentassets/documents/communityandliving/familyhubs/whats-on-guide-sept-to-dec-2026-web.pdf
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TERM DATES UNIFORM

ONLINE SAFETY

Talk to your child about how to
keep safe online. Online incidents

are increasing, so if you are
concerned about messages online,
please contact school or phone the

police if necessary.
Tell your child to: ‘think before they

send’.

We expect all children to be
wearing the correct school uniform

and shoes. Children dressed
appropriately feel more connected
to their community, take pride in

their school and behave well. 
Uniform Information on the School

Website 
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Spring Term
Monday 23 February 2026 to

 Friday 27 March 2026

Summer Term
Monday 13 April 2026 to 

Friday 22 May 2026
Tuesday 2 June 2026 to 

Tuesday 21 July 2026

Bank Holidays
Monday 4 May 2026

INSET Days
Monday 1 June 2026

Wednesday 22 July 2026
Thursday 23 July 2026

https://www.peartreej.derby.sch.uk/uniform-information/
https://www.peartreej.derby.sch.uk/uniform-information/


P2B (Hannah), was very thrilled to have had over 70 parents with their children
join her to celebrate Mental Health Week in a fun filled activity afternoon
around the importance of engaging with our children through playing which
included lots of games, activities and information sharing.
 
She thoroughly loved her time with the parents and children and thanks
everyone who came.
 
And to add, Hannah also thanks parents for trusting her and being so
supportive of her service. This allows for every child to be given the
opportunity to thrive, shine and grow and she values each and every one of
you.

This half-term our newly appointed Food Waste Heroes have been busy
interviewing pupils across school about their experience of school dinners
and have taken feedback on how to combat food waste. Thank you to Yahya,
Aminah, Evie, Zidaan, Manveer S, Elza, Helen and Aahil for their commitment
to doing some great research. 
The ECO Council have also been working hard in promoting energy saving in
school. They have used their creativity and IT skills to produce catchy signs
to support our energy saving campaign.
Last term, we saved enough electricity to
run a typical classroom for several 
weeks! 

Well done to our Climate 
Ambassadors- Rohaan, Zuzana. Navaeh 
and Armaan!
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PLACE2BE

SUSTAINABILITY

A picture of some of the signs that the Climate ambassadors have
made and will be displayed around school.



A Graduated Approach for Parents/Carers:

Tier 1
•Building positive relationships with school​
•Helping and encouraging your child to attend school regularly and be on time​
•Understand and support any concerns your child may have.​
•Recognise personal achievements and value education​
•Communicate with teachers about any concerns.

Tier 2
EBSNA Toolkit for families 
•Activities to try at home
•Work with the school to help understand their child’s barriers to attendance.​
•Proactively engage with the support offered to prevent the need for more formal
support.​
•Continue to communicate effectively with the school regarding absence.​

Need Support
If your child has had more than 5 days absent from school since September and
you need support, please contact the school office, 01332  and a member of the
Attendance Team will assist you.

Our School Council and Transform Trust Parliamentarian’s have had a
busy half-term. They are currently surveying their classes to decide on
what snacks pupils would like for Breaktime, and experiences for the
Attendance Reward Days. 
Excitingly, they have also launched a competition to decide on the logos
and names for a brand new Pear Tree House System. Your child may bring
a competition sheet home - please do support their ideas. 
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Have you spotted 
our pupil Attendance
Ambassadors on the

playground in the
morning?
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SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE

https://derbydirection.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EBSNA-Parent-and-Family-Toolkit.pdf


Parents will...... School will........

Value their child's education and value the
importance of excellent attendance.

Provide engaging lessons where all children want to
attend.

Absence. Phone school on 01332 760610 if their
child is absent by 8:50am and provide any evidence
to support the absence e.g. hospital appointment
card, doctor’s appointment.

Record absences on the register with the correct
code.

Punctuality. Make sure your child is on time. 
Gates open at 8:45am.

Offer breakfast club for children needing to be in
school earlier and offer support in an emergency.

Leave of Absence Complete a leave of absence
form request at least seven days prior to the
absence and hand into the office.

Consider a request on an individual basis and
inform parents by letter. School will contact Derby
City Council.

School and parents will support children to be in school on time, every day. In the case of no
communication, school will phone home or complete a home visit to support the family.
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School's attendance is 91.8% so far this year.
Our target is to reach 96%!

We still have a way to go but in order to help
attendance, please ensure you book any

holidays in holiday time.

Well done to the 160 children with
attendance 95% and above.

If you need help with your child’s 
attendance, please speak with the

 School Office. 
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Whole School Events
 Parental Engagement

 Celebrations

Parental Engagement 
Curriculum and

enrichment workshops

February

Children’s Mental Health
Week

February birthday
celebrations

Tea and toast – SEND/
mental health

Internet workshops
Maths Workshop - 27th.
Y5 1:45pm, Y6 2:30pm

March
World Book Day - 4th

March birthday
celebrations

Easter Fun - 25th
Workshop/Mother’s Day –

wellbeing focus
Pancake day - 4th March –

breakfast club

Breakfast with a book 
Reading workshop

April
Recognition assembly

April birthday celebrations Vaisakhi Craft Workshop Writing Workshop

May May birthday celebrations

June

End of school disco- Y6
Sports day and picnic

June birthday celebrations
 OPAL Parent Stay & Play

Eid/Father’s Day –
Wellbeing focus

Culture Day

July

Transition week
Recognition assembly

July and August birthday
celebrations

 Tea and toast – SEND/
mental health

Internet workshops
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Thank you to all the family members who
attended our January and February Birthday
Parties this half-term. We hope you had fun! 
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Worried about a child during the holiday?
If you believe that a child is at immediate risk and in need of protection

then you should call the police on 999 immediately.
Alternatively, if you want advice from the police and the child is not in

immediate need of protection, you can call them on 101.

Children's Social Care and the First Contact Team
You may want to discuss your concerns with a social care worker. The
First Contact team deals with all concerns about children and young

people across the city. Members of the team will help you to talk about
the concerns you may have for a child and decide what actions may be
required to make a child safe. You can contact them Monday to Friday,

between 9am and 5pm. Telephone: 01332 641172

Social Care Out-of-Hours Support
Use Derby City Careline

It operates Monday to Friday from 5pm to 9am, with a 24-hour service
during weekends and bank holiday. Phone: 01332 956606.

People who are hard of hearing or Deaf please email
DCCcareLine@derby.gov.uk or text 07812 300177.

Concerns which are not urgent can be raised using their online form. 

Other organisations:

SAFEGUARDING 
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tel:01332641172
tel:01332956606
mailto:DCCcareLine@derby.gov.uk
tel:07812300177
https://myaccount.derby.gov.uk/en/service/report_concerns_about_a_child

