Meeting with School council – Attendance  
Present: All year groups represented. 
Is attendance good at school?The representatives all felt that attendance is ‘ok’ at school but they all recognised that there are some people who have higher attendance than others. There was an acknowledgement that there are some children who don’t have good attendance in their class, and they know who it is that regularly has time off. 

Do you know who has 100% attendance in your class?Most of the group felt that they could identify in their class who has 100% but they then discussed the fact that they don’t feel that they know what their attendance data is. They all feel that it is important to know what their attendance is as a child and don’t think that sharing it at parents evening is enough or sending letters to those who don’t attend as everyone needs to know.  

Do you want to know your attendance and if so why?An overwhelming majority of the group said that they would like to know what their attendance is. When I asked why they felt it is important to know attendance data they listed the following:
1. To know how to improve, and that it is improving. 
2. They want to know if they are doing better than last year. 
3. To keep a track on their individual attendance and know what contribution they are making to the class reward. 

What do we do to celebrate good attendance?There was a discussion about historical rewards that the children could remember receiving linked to attendance, for example, children could remember having a silent disco towards the end of last year and class pizza. When talking about this year, there was some uncertainty with some year groups being more clear than others. For example, year 6 children spoke about attendance awards during celebration assemblies and having an additional breaktime session in the MUGA or on the equipment and there was one representative who spoke confidently about having additional football time when they have won the attendance award for the week.



What would you do to improve attendance at school?Suggestions from the group included:
· Each class receiving some form of praise at the end of the week, there was discussion that this could be in the form of badges on Marvellous Me and that this could also be graduated in that 100% could receive a different message of coloured badge to 96% and above etc. 
· A big end of the year prize that is visual so that people know what they are working towards. 
· Attendance awards for 100% attenders on a more regular basis. 
· Explaining to students the importance of attending school (discussion surrounded who should be giving this message and this led to the next point). 
· Have attendance ambassadors within each class who are more visible and responsible for spreading the message of good attendance. These attendance ambassadors to have regular meetings that feed into school council.  

How can we help parents to improve children’s attendance at school?A lot of the suggestions were made linked to raising awareness with parents. Some of the things the children felt that parents need to know and understand were: that they should be arranging for medical appointments outside of school times; that parents should support their children to be at school by giving them medicine and helping to raise their level of resilience; and keeping the school informed when they are going away. The group felt that parents would be more supportive if they knew more regularly what their child’s attendance was. The group agreed that it would be a good idea for the attendance ambassadors to be involved in all of the above and thought that they could write for the school newsletter and produce a video about attendance for the school website. 

I would like to thank the school council for speaking to me about this and to remember that when you are asked what impact you have on school life, you can say that you have had a direct impact on raising attendance through your suggestion to have attendance ambassadors. 
